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Designated
as a Ramsar Site .
In July 2012
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More than 250 wild bird species have been recorded to date.

summer mornings when the reed marsh is drenched with sunlight, grea
reed warblers and black-browed reed warblers stage a Fl'_ug'c_o e
joined by the comparatively subdued call of Japanese marsh warblers.
The distant cry of cuckoos floats on the wind. Not to forget the water
rails and Chinese little bitterns which raise their chicks in the reed beds.

In late summer a massive flock of swallows congregate here en-route to
their winter habitats. Over 100,000 swallows by some counts, fly wildly

over their roosts in the reed marsh as the sun sets.

Publisher: Association to Designate Watarase Retarding Basin as Ramsar Site Masatomi Asano Law Firm, 1-6-19 Hitotonoya, Oyama-shi, Tochigi-ken, 323-0034 Japan Tel: 0285-25-6577 Website: http://watarase.jimdo.com/
The Council of the Inhabitants of the Tone River Area for the Protection of Watarase Marsh / Watarase Mirai (Future) Project / Tochigi Branch of Wild Bird Society of Japan /
Gunma Branch of Wild Bird Society of Japan / Association of Citizens to Consider Environment of Oyama City / The Nature Conservation Society of Fujioka, Tochigi

Sponsors:  Tochigi Chamber of Commerce and Industry / Oyama Chamber of Commerce and Industry / Fujioka Society of Commerce and Industry / Ohira Society of Commerce and Industry / Tsuga Society of Commerce and Industry / Nishikata Society of Commerce and Industry /
Kuwakinu Society of Commerce and Industry / Mamada Society of Commerce and Industry / Nogi Society of Commerce and Industry / Oyama City Tourism Association / Shimotsuga Medical Association / Oyama Area Medical Association / Oyama Rotary Club /

Oyama South Rotary Club / Oyama East Rotary Club / Oyama North Rotary Club / Oyama Chuo Rotaly Club / Mibu Rotary Club / Koga Rotary Club / Koga East Rotary Club / Koga Chuo Rotary Club / Ashikagaoyama Shinkin Bank / Oyama Grand Hotel / Tomoi Taxi /
Yotsuba Co-op / Yu-Keiei-Kenkyukai / Lawyers in Oyama and Tochigi Cities / Ecosystem Conservation Society-Saitama / All the People That Love Watarase Retarding Basin

Photo credit: Yosuke Horiuchi
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Watarase Retarning Basin
and the well-known
Ramsar sites of Japan
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Fukuol Tidal Flat
(Ramsar site)

o/ Yakushima Nagata Beach
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Akiyoshidai

Kushiro Marsh

(Ramsar site)

Lakes lzu-numa &
Uchi-numa

(Ramsar site)

Watarase Retarning Basin

Tochigi Pref. Tochigi City
Oyama City
Nogi Town
Ibaraki Pref. Koga City
Gunma Pref. Itakura Town
Saitama Pref. Kazo City
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J With golden rods of reeds swinging
in the breeze, the endless expanse of
the reed marsh awaits the arrival of ‘
the winter birds. An Eastern marsh 'n
harrier, the symbol bird of this wetland L . e e
glides over the surface of the reed . r>

beds with its long wings raised in '

j a “v” shape. More than 40 of them

roost here through autumn and winter.

The number of raptors wintering here

is one of the Iargest in Japan. TheJ

- abundance of smaller creatures in the

food chain, with raptors at the top,

- reflects the richness of the ecosystem
' in the retarding basin. Almost 1,700
- species of insects have been recorded

l to date
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